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often filled Robert's mind, and he argued that if he
could put larger wheels to a larger boat, and cause them
to be turned by steam, then that boat would move, just
as the old scow had done in bygone days.

So Robert dreamed, but he had other visions besides
these. One concerned a boat which would move about
under water. It was to be a war-boat, a boat which
could creep about below the surface and destroy an
enemy fleet unseen. But where should he build it?
Fulton gave the matter much thought, and perhaps
because Napoleon, who at that time was master of
France, was so fond of war, Fulton decided to cross the
Channel and build his submarine there. Accordingly he
left England and went to live in France, and by 1801
the Nautilus, as he had christened his new inventioiij
was completed and ready for trial. This took place in
Brest harbour. An ancient sailing vessel had been given
to Fulton for the purpose, and on the appointed day,
before a number of officers sent by Napoleon to witness
the trials, the inventor went on board the Nautilus and
sank beneath the water. There, by means of a screw
worked by turning a crank, he navigated his strange
boat until he was below the target vessel. To her he then
fastened a tin of gunpowder which in due course ex-
ploded, blew a great hole in the ship's hull, and sent her
to the bottom.

Fulton's experiment had proved a complete success;
yet Napoleon was not impressed by this new way of
waging war at sea. Perhaps he doubted his ability to
find crews for such dangerous craft as submarines, even
if he made them, but whatever the cause, no more